
N O R WAY

L I V I N G  T O G E T H E R 
A N D  B E I N G  T O G E T H E R
A  P R O J E C T  T H AT  D E A L S  W I T H  T H E  U R B A N  I S S U E  O F 
I N C R E A S E  I N  D E N S I T Y  L E A D I N G  T O  A  D E C R E A S E  I N  C O M M U N I T Y

� e populations in cities all over the world are increasing at incredible speeds. However, we 
are seeing a decrease in community with the increase of urbanization. It seems the closer 
we live the more distance we create between our neighbors and ourselves. It has become 
most visible in the building of walls and added security, most don’t know their next-door 
neighbors well enough to ask for help and many even distrust them. 

� is is relevant in Oslo as it is Europe’s fastest growing capital. With a huge amount of 
immigrants settling there it is important to have strong, diverse and inviting communities 
where we live for integration to take place.

A statistic done by Statistic Norway show that in rural areas in Norway 19 percent don’t 
visit their neighbors, while in urban areas the number is 40 percent. At the same time the 
number of people that feel they can ask their neighbors for help show the same tendencies 
(Statistics Norway). 

As a result of the lack of community where we live, many feel a form of disconnect which 
can be the source of loneliness and feelings of being unsafe.

I N C R E A S I N G  D E N S I T Y  C A U S I N G  A 
D E C R E A S E  I N  S E N S E  O F  C O M M U N I T Y

I looked at case studies of three places regarded as slums, but with surprisingly happy 
residents (� e Walled City, Dharavi and Tower of David), low crime rates and a strong sense 
of community. � ere I noticed an underlying theme of a blurred sense of what’s private and 
what is public. A kind of gradient contrasting the black and white of cities like Oslo where 
inside the apartment is private, while outside is public.

� is was backed up by the social research of Robin Dunbar, who put a quanti� able number 
on where we belong as a social specie (<150).  � ere is di� erent types of social animals seen 
in nature, you got the loner and on the other extreme we got the hive or swarm. Humans, 
according to Dunbar, belong somewhere in between. 

However society today put incredible pressure on the success of the individual at the same 
time as we, in cities, are part of the masses. � is has also shaped architecture to a huge degree 
resulting in architecture most of the time being concentrated on the private or the public.

Creating a gradient relationship between the private and the public where we live would 
work as a transition while creating a social condition where humans are most comfortable.

B L U R R I N G  T H E  P E R C E P T I O N  O F 
P R I VAT E  V S  P U B L I C

� e site is located at Ulven, Oslo, Norway. It is on the East side of Oslo about 4 km from 
the Opera house and Oslo centrum. Both bus and subway can be accessed within a short 
walk from the site. � e area today is mainly industrial and storage space, but with a quickly 
growing Oslo residential, commercial and o�  ce development is planned for Ulven.  I chose 
the site because it is centrally located, and from where it is, easy to reach both downtown 
and Oslo’s surrounding areas. Since the site is part of a bigger proposal that also incorporates 
o�  ces and commercial opportunities, it gives me room to concentrate on the residential 
part. I also chose the site because it is located within a region of Oslo that is having a 
relatively big in� ux of immigrants. 

� ere are plans developed for the site as a part of a proposal for a bigger development of 
Ulven put together by LPO architects. For this project, the main residential part was used, 
while the project also treat the rest of LPO’s proposal as what exists. Some estimations and 
numbers were also based on documents provided by LPO. 

T H E  S I T E :  U LV E N ,  O S L O

L I V I N G  T O G E T H E R  A N D  B E I N G  T O G E T H E R

J O A K I M  J Ø R G E N S E N

O S L O  FJ O R D E N

S I T E

O S L O  C I T Y  C E N T E R

1  K M

2  K M

3  K M

4  K M

O S L O


